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Services and Studies

Sunday 8 AM and 10 AM
Sunday School 9 AM

Tuesday 7:30 PM -
Evening Prayer

Wednesday 7:30 PM -
Bible Study
The 39 Articles of Religion

Christmas Eve Candlelight
Service - 11:30 PM

January 3 -
5th Anniversary
Celebration
Lessons & Carols
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Like most young parents
attempting to make their
way in the world, my par-
ents in their early years of
marriage lived in several
different apartments,
moving often, trying to
stay within their small
housing budget. One could
say that the only constant
they maintained during
those years was
Oeverything i
change. 6 It i
pack everything you own

bile life soon settled into
stability once I, their oldest
son, was about to start
school. My father wanted
his children to attend the
same schools he went to
and graduated from, so the
goal was to move into his
former school district. My
parents looked for and
bought a house within a
short walking distance to
the same school complex my
father spent his school
years. | started kindergar-

by Fr. Terry

home.

Their newfound
stability, however, did not
mean that their next 50
plus years were to unfold
without some changes. The
phone number changed a
time or two. Our family
both expanded and
shrunk, as extended family
moved in and left. My
brothers and | returned to
our refuge of safe haven
during our own times of
transition. Neighbors have
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come and gone; new faces
and children now play

where we once did. My
mother passed away and
went to her eternal home.

Yet, in spite of what

ten when | was five years
old, and at the age of 17 |
graduated from
high school, as did my three
brothers. And, more than
50 years later, my father
still has the same address.

| still think of that place as

(even if all your worldly

possessions fit into a mere
few boxes), bundle up the
kids and move across the
street or down the block
for a better price in rent.

Yet, one does what one

must to get by. Their mo- (Continued i Page 2)
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Submit your articles and
pictures for the newsletter
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We Go Forward in Their Footsteps ...

The following is from a March 27, 2005, article on the Consecration Service of St. John
the Apostle:

OPreparations began mont hs, (onsemtionorelarcHs
4 Inhis s er mon, Bi shop Fi ck earlydaysiitatfididehe t fowdaton fort
the expanding work of the Kingdom. [ He] s

ning, a new property of almost five acres upon which to plant a vineyard for future gen-
erations and we must ask ourselves what our history means and whether we are to finish
it. We must ask ourselves as a church what we value, where we are going, what we in-
tend to do. The choiceis ours. But, if we expect to see the glory of God in this house, | be-
/i eve we must finish all we have started. o
And so, we, at St. John, have an accelerated need to be about the business of pro-
claiming the Kingdom of God in Macomb County. To make the mental and spiritual shift
from readying the buil dingbs physical pr ol
the limitless possibilities of the supernatural realm. There is a sense of God unleashing
the flood gates. What will He accomplish here in the next 10, 30 or 50 years?
Bi shop Fick spoke for each of wus at S
that the outcome of all our labor, our giving, our sacrifice, our dreaming and our planning
will not be a people who stand tall as the richest, largest, busiest, or most prominent of
churches...l pray that the Presence, the glory, will be so here that, filled, we cannot stand,
but we go to our knees and praise Hi m. o
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storms may have brewed over these
many years, the roots of this family
tree are set deep and they are not
easily moved. Half a century later
and counting, and considering all
the things that have occurred over
the years, this is quite an accom-
plishment.

Of late, the themes of
change and permanence seem to be
recurring often. Some of it is re-
called at every turn of the calendar
page. We have witnessed companies
and institutions
big to failéed
their wake. Many who planned on a
certain ease and comfort after years
of toil and labor now embrace un-
certainty and wonder how they will
manage in the future. Some, who
for years have answered their alarm
-clock awakened and challenged to
the tasks of the day, now seek new
careers or employment to fill their
time and wallets. Students who
once were sure of their calling and

t |
c r u mb | century, but one cannot get to a cen-

their choices and options and find
themsel ves l ooki
And, for us here at St. John, it is in
this time, this season, that we find
ourselves staring at the calendar
and asking, OHas
already?6 Five
with a vision and purpose answered
the call of our Father and boldly
planted the mission of St John the
Apostle here in Clinton Township?
And the answer,
it has been five
Okay, five years is not a

ng

of

tury without having a string of five -
year periods é&
exact. No one knew for sure five
years ago what we would look like
today. There were hopes, dreams
and prayers, but who could have
imagined where we would be today?
There have been changes along the
way; we have witnessed our own
mobility and uncertainty. At times

it may have been more of a rol-

ye

n

t wen

this journey with us walk among us
no more. But | encourage you to
look closely and listen. Roots are
growing, deep, deep into this sail.
Branches are stretching out to the

i tSon, dancing in the Wind and sup-
y e a porting life among its boughs. We

have weathered the storms and are
still here. We are settling in for the
long haul, planning to raise genera-
tions here, teaching them the love of
Jesus and the joy of the gospel. We
are beginning to build on the foun-
dations provided for us by those
that chose this place five years ago
to plant this mission for the King-
dom of God.

Fifty years from now our
children and grandchildren will tell
our stories, remembering how in the
midst of upheaval and change we
embraced the Ancient of Days, built
on the Rock that does not move, and
gave them all the stability and secu-
rity that deep roots in the faith pro-
vide.

direction, trusting in the sufficiency lercoaster ride than a walk in the Blessings
of their education, now second guess park. And sadly, some who began
Youth Group News
: Childrenés Christmas
Volunteer Work Greening of the Church -
Thank you to our youth and adult 8” Suc?day, D_ek?. io’. ourhghlldren
volunteers who participated in the Iesse ,lljsd W'f their C rlstrrr:as , h
The SJA Middle/ | Greening of the Church, which in- | Play entiled 6 Twas the Nig
School cluded the annual fore. The story was told by a cast \

High
. Youth Group will
ol Southeastern Michigan| be  volunteering
at Gleaners Food

Bank in Pontiac, on December 29th.
Gleaners was founded in April of
1977, and it is one of the oldest food
banks in the U.S.
turn surplus food, which otherwise
would go to waste, into millions of
nutritious meals for hungry people
in southeastern
tributes more than 28 million
pounds of food annually, the equiva-
lent of 404,000 meals per month.

We dr e l ooking
what promises to be a wonderful and
meaningful experience.

Mi

Armada to find the perfect tree to
adorn our
pick was a winner. And the fresh,
warm donuts were definitely worth
the trip!

sanct uar

that included Mary, Joseph, the
shepherds, three wise men, angels,
one little sheep, one shining star,
and, of course, baby Jesus.

Thanks to all who worked so hard
to prepare for this wonderful pres-
entation.
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A Review In Pictures

Baptism of Kathryn Aberlich

General Assembly of the Missionary Renewing VVows before

Society of St. John the Evangelist the Bishop
Holy Trinity Anglican Church, Hurst, TX
Bl akeds & Greening of
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Remembering the Anniversary

of Dn. Bobds Or

Lighting the Advent Candle

St. Nicholas

the Church
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