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Inside this issue:  

Most of us, at one time or 

another, have stared in-

tently into the eyes of our 

parents and asked, 

òWhere did I come from?ó  

At other times we have 

asked ourselves, òWho am 

I?ó  This is human nature.  

It is part of the process of 

shaping our identity and 

seeking a sense of belong-

ing and purpose.  

 As we get older 

the same need is present, 

but our search branches 

out in varying directions. 

We research our names 

(Christian and family 

names) in order to know 

the meaning of our names 

or to learn about our an-

cestry. We listen to the 

family narratives, stories 

about how our parents 

met and fell in love, the 

day of our birth, the òold 

country,ó how our family 

might have been affected 

by national crises such as 

war or the Great Depres-

sion.  We sit and listen to 

eye witnesses and sift 

through records and fam-

ily photo albums.   Some 

of us trace our family tree, 

making connections and 

watching generations un-

fold in a form that is eas-

ily followed or passed on 

to our children. If we were 

adopted, chosen to love, 

this search may be inten-

sified, often as rewarding 

as it is mysterious, provid-

ing unexpected connec-

tions, deeper roots, and a 

richer, fuller sense of self.  

 Churches are no 

different.   It is important 

for a church or parish to 

embrace its identity, know-

ing how it belongs within 

the universal church and 

grasping its purpose and 

reason for being.  A parish 

who knows who they are (as 

well as Whose they are) 

understands its mission, is 

not easily swayed by fads or 

trends, and stands ready to 

pass on the faith to those 

who will follow after.  

 Some of this is a 

simple living out of the 

faith we profess every Sun-

day in the creed: We believe 

in the òone holy Catholic 

and Apostolic Churchó é 

we believe, we cannot do 

this alone, and we are a 

part of something much 

bigger than what we see at 

church on Sunday morning. 

What we confess is that our 

identity, our reason for be-

ing, and our purpose extend 

beyond our four walls, 

catholic, timeless and uni-

versal.  We have a history 

within this much larger 

family.  We are not some 

self -proclaimed project 

hatched from nowhere.   

 At its beginning, a 

parish will find its identity 

in its shepherds, in its 

Bishop and rector. And, for 

a season, that is more than 

enough. But there comes a 

day, as the parish matures, 

when it looks toward its 

shepherds and asks (as we 

did of our parents) òwhere 

did we come from?ó or 

òWhy are we here?ó  Each 

of us has a story of how we 

found ourselves at St John.  

There are those among us 

who, before the doors were 

even opened, envisioned 

this parish, rolled up their 

sleeves and went to work. 

They painted, cleaned, re-

paired, and organized, 

making St John ready for 

all who would enter. Oth-

ers of us followed after, 

and we remember who in-

vited us, greeted us, and 

made us feel that we were 

finally òhome.ó   

 It is no secret that 

there have been moments 

since 2005 that have chal-

lenged our first vision, cor-

ralled us into arenas of 

uncertainty, and tested our 

mettle.  The positive as-

pect of such trying times is 

they offer us an opportu-

nity to know ourselves bet-

ter, refining like silver, 

having those things of 

least importance burned 

off as dross and keeping 

that which is most pre-

cious.  So, what did we 

keep? We kept a sense of 

who we are, Whose we are, 

our identity, and our rea-

son and purpose for being, 

beginning with what we 

confess, òWe believe in the 

one holy Catholic and Ap-

ostolic Church...ó  And we 

reaffirmed that who we are 

is best expressed within 

the Anglican Communion.    
      (continued on page 2) 
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Sunday 8 AM and 10 AM  

Sunday School 9 AM  

No òRegularó Sunday 

School during summer 

months  

Summer Sessionñ 

Catechism begins  

Sunday, June 1st at 9 AM  
 

Tuesday 7:30 PM -  

Evening Prayer  
 

Wednesday 7:30 PM -  

Bible Study - 

N.T. Wrightõs 

Simply Christian  

 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.not2wo.com/images/blog/blog-ink-quill.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.not2wo.com/blog.html&usg=__N5Bi12xIUfh_iKg4k1B8bYTR3tU=&h=329&w=230&sz=9&hl=en&start=24&um=1&tbnid=znpJNlC7yM4eOM:&tbnh=119&tbnw=83&prev=/images%3


 
Forward In Faith North America  

Annual Assembly 2010  

ñRenewing the Spirit of the Oxford Movementò 
 June 16 -18, 2010 

Wednesday, June 16, 2010 (5 p.m.) through Friday, June 18, 2010 (Noon)  

The Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows in Belleville, IL  

 Here is where your shep-

herds began their work of leading 

the sheep into green, healthy pas-

tures. The Bishop began by calling 

like -minded clergy and laity into a 

fellowship that would serve, minis-

ter, and spread the gospel. Knowing 

that one cannot be òcatholicó alone, 

this was the first step in not being 

alone. The Missionary Society of St 

John the Evangelist (MSJ) was 

formed as a religious society which 

promotes the ministries of both lay 

and clergy alike as they take the 

gospel to the world. The clergy of St 

John are all members of MSJ. We 

have laity at St John who are also 

members of MSJ. St John as a par-

ish is a MSJ parish. While this is a 

pretty remarkable beginning, it was 

only the first step.  

 The second step was to dis-

cover where within the larger uni-

versal church we belong. We knew 

ourselves as Anglicans, but  how 

and where would we find kindred 

souls with whom we could walk the 

walk of faith. This was not an easy 

task, having its share of false 

starts, broken trails, and disap-

pointments.  Along the way we did 

find another group of people, Anglo -

Catholics in thought, practice and 

theology like us, with years of ex-

perience walking this path. They 

confess the same creed we confess, 

and they also were looking for ways 

to live out their confession within 

the Anglican Communion. So, we 

teamed up and became a part of 

Forward in Faith ñNorth America 

(noted so because FiF is an interna-

tional group). MSJ is a member of 

FiF. St John is a Forward in Faith 

parish. The clergy of St John are 

members of FiF.  It is good not to be 

alone, but still more work needed to 

be done.   

 The third step was a com-

pletion of the mutual responsibility 

placed upon us by being members of 

the Body of Christ.  Where could we 

best use our distinct gifts, talents, 

and ministries to serve Christ and 

his church? Where would we best be 

planted within the Anglican expres-

sion of the faith? Where, as Angli-

cans, would we be free to flesh out 

what we believe it means to be 

evangelical and catholic, while 

never denying the power given us at 

Pentecost? It should come as no sur-

prise that we were not the only ones 

asking these questions. Others were 

praying for an answer and were 

working toward finding a place 

where such faith could be lived 

boldly and proudly.  Hundreds and 

thousands were called to awaken 

and stir up the gifts given to them 

in their Baptism, called to cast off 

the lethargy that had settled in, 

called to return to the ancient roots 

and work of their Anglican family. 

And return they did! They an-

swered the call and formed the An-

glican Church in North America 

(ACNA). And, my friends, here is 

our larger family, with roots back to 

the beginning and with branches 

reaching the four corners of the 

world.  Here we can confess boldly: 

òWe Believeéó  

 Once ANCA was formed 

and growing, as a matter of polity 

they opted to relate to the whole 

through the structure of dioceses. 

Our challenge was that MSJ was 

formed as, and remains, a religious 

society.  We needed a diocese that 

would embrace us as we embraced 

the larger family. We did not have 

to go far, for our brothers and sis-

ters in FiF -NA were facing the 

same obstacles and began the proc-

ess of creating or birthing a mis-

sionary diocese (a diocese in forma-

tion).   And, after much prayer and 

discernment, many hours of hard 

work and late night discussions, 

this June, during the FiF -NA An-

nual Assembly, our Bishop will sign 

a covenant between the Missionary 

Diocese of All Saints and the Mis-

sionary Society of St John the Evan-

gelist. MSJ will be within MDAS, 

and MDAS is a diocese of ANCA. 

The final step will be taken and a 

new chapter of our family narrative 

will begin.  

 It is okay to ask, òNow, 

what does this mean for St John?ó 

Much of this is like discovering a 

family we never knew we had. 

Much of our day -to-day life will not 

change. The gospel will still be 

preached and lived at St John.  We 

will pray and sing, reach out and 

love as we have always done. Yet, 

as we get to know others in this 

newly discovered family, we will 

have new names to pray for, oppor-

tunities for varied and larger family 

reunions, family resources at our 

disposal, and a responsibility to 

share our gifs, talents, love and un-

derstanding with them. With all my 

heart I believe we are exactly where 

God desires us to be, and I expect 

great things as we move forward. 

Thank you all for your prayers, sup-

port, and labors that helped to 

make this day a reality.  

 If you have any questions or 

would like any further information 

please see or contact me.  

           God Bless 
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Womenõs Lenten 

Bible Study  

Winter Picnic Fun, 

Food & Games  

Holy Week Services, First Light (Sunrise) and Easter Sunday  

The Baptism of  

Kim Obey  

Landscaping  

Childrenõs 

Liturgical 

Dance  

Carpeting the Church ñ

Alas!  


